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Summary 

* Note: These statements are updated once a month (2 nd Thursday of each month) in association 

with the ENSO Diagnostics Discussion, which can be found by clicking here . 

ENSO Alert System Status:  El Niño Watch  

ENSO-neutral conditions are present.*   

Equatorial sea surface temperatures (SSTs) are near -to -above average across 

most of the Pacific Ocean.  

ENSO-neutral is favored through Northern Hemisphere summer 2018, with the 

chance for El Niño increasing to about 65% during fall, and to about 70% during 

winter 2018 -19.  

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory


From September 2017 to late March 

2018, below -average SSTs persisted 

across the central and eastern Pacific 

Ocean. 

Since early June, near -to -above-

average SSTs have emerged across 

most of the Pacific Ocean.   

Recent Evolution of 

Equatorial Pacific SST 

Departures ( oC) 



Niño Region SST 

Departures ( oC) Recent 

Evolution  

The latest weekly SST 

departures are:  

Niño 4   0.3ºC 

Niño 3.4  0.4ºC 

Niño 3   0.6ºC 

Niño 1+2    -0.3ºC 



SST Departures (oC) in the Tropical Pacific During the Last 

Four Weeks 

During the last four weeks, equatorial SSTs were near -to -above average across 

most of the Pacific Ocean. SSTs were below average along the South American 

coast.   
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Global SST Departures (oC) During the Last Four Weeks  

During the last four weeks, equatorial SSTs were above average in parts of the east -

central Pacific, western Pacific, and eastern Atlantic Oceans. SSTs were below average 

in the far eastern Pacific, western Indian Ocean, and near Indonesia.  
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Weekly SST Departures 

during the Last Four 

Weeks 

During the last four weeks, above average 

SSTs have persisted around the east -central 

equatorial Pacific Ocean. Near -to -below 

average SSTs have persisted near South 

America.  



Change in Weekly SST Departures over the Last Four 

Weeks 

During the last four weeks, positive changes along the equator were observed near 

South America.  



Upper -Ocean Conditions in 

the Equatorial Pacific  

The basin -wide equatorial upper ocean (0 -300 m) 

heat content is greatest prior to and during the 

early stages of a Pacific warm (El Niño) episode 

(compare top 2 panels), and least prior to and 

during the early stages of a cold (La Niña) 

episode.  

The slope of the oceanic thermocline is least 

(greatest) during warm (cold) episodes.  

Recent values of the upper -ocean heat 

anomalies (above average) and thermocline 

slope index (near average) reflect ENSO -neutral 

conditions.  

The monthly thermocline slope index represents the 
difference in anomalous depth of the 20ºC isotherm 
between the western Pacific (160ºE -150ºW) and the 
eastern Pacific (90º -140ºW).  


